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Ministerial Statement by Premier Peter Beattie on The Report of the Board of Inquiry Into Past Handling of Complaints of Sexual Abuse in the Anglican Church Diocese of Brisbane.
I seek leave to table a report titled The Report of the Board of Inquiry Into Past Handling of Complaints of Sexual Abuse in the Anglican Church Diocese of Brisbane.
I table the Report.

I seek leave to move a motion without notice.

I move that The Report of the Board of Inquiry Into Past Handling of Complaints of Sexual Abuse in the Anglican Church Diocese of Brisbane be printed and that the Speaker, the Clerk of the Parliament and their officers be authorised to publish the Report.

The Archbishop of Brisbane, the Most Reverend Dr Phillip Aspinall, wrote to me on April 28 to tell me that the report is the result of a comprehensive process of inquiry conducted by two commissioners of distinguished qualification – Mr Peter O’Callaghan QC and Professor Freda Briggs.

He furnished me with a copy of the Board’s terms of reference.

Archbishop Aspinall said that it is clear that there is substantial and justified public interest in the content of the report.

And he said that it was his wish that the report be publicly available so far as that may lawfully occur.

He suggested that it would be completely appropriate that the report should be brought to public attention through tabling in the Queensland Parliament.

His grounds for taking this course of action were that this would facilitate reasonable analysis in the public arena, without any shadow of its having initially been released in circumstances which could arguably give rise to a liability in defamation.

He pointed out – and I quote – “It is important that the report be released without delay”.

And he requested an answer from me by noon the next day.

I replied to the Archbishop yesterday agreeing to his request and congratulating him for the dignified and compassionate role he has played.
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Right from the start he recognised the need to refer the matter to an independent Board of Inquiry for investigation and guidance. 

I also congratulated him for the way in which he has sought to make the report available in full in a totally public way so that it is available for everyone to inspect and to learn from.

I agreed with the Archbishop that there is substantial and justified public interest in the report and that in the interests of openness and transparency it should be tabled in the Queensland Parliament.

There should be open and public discussion on the Board’s findings, so that the events that have led to this Inquiry are never repeated.

Confronting the harsh realities of child sexual abuse is never a comfortable or easy process to undertake. But paedophiles will only succeed if their activity is kept in the dark. 

The knowledge that any abuse of children will result in the offence being reported and the offender being dealt with will be a major deterrent.

I know that my action in tabling this report today is unique but so are our children – and I will do everything I can as Premier to protect them.

I seek leave to incorporate letters from the Archbishop to me dated April 28 and 29 and a letter from me to the Archbishop dated April 30.

Contact: Steve Bishop 07 3224 4500

May 1, 2003.

